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Work and Achievements of the Council.
It has been another quiet year for Keswick and Intwood Parish Council. A particular concern has been the shortage of Parish Councillors and the consequent impact on the work and effectiveness of the Council in representing parishioners. Although a full complement of seven Councillors was elected unopposed in the May election, three of those were unable to take up their positions for various reasons. An immediate consequence was the Council being unable to apply for re-accreditation of its Quality Council Status because it no longer met the mandatory requirement of five elected Councillors. Although this will not significantly affect the way the Council works, it is disappointing that the kudos of being recognised in this way has been lost.

The Council was pleased to have Brian Morrey join as a co-opted Councillor in July.  The Council will welcome anyone who feels able to contribute to the well being of the village and especially to help us to keep the village as we want it and fight against possible unsympathetic over development. 

       

Planning.  The Council responded to the Site Specific Policies and Allocations Second Stage Regulation 25 Consultation stressing strong parishioner feeling for the village to stay fundamentally the same. Input to the last Parish Plan reflects a desire for any future growth to be developed in a manner which retains a predominantly rural environment for the village. The Council believes this desire can be achieved by supporting a small to medium sized development, but nothing which would change the rural nature of the Parish. A medium sized development has been proposed in Keswick comprising detached, semi-detached and affordable housing. Assuming that existing drainage and energy services are able to support it, we would have no objections to such a development.  A further benefit for residents of this particular development would be the creation of community recreation facilities near the Reading Room.

Bus Services.  The Parish Council also responded to the consultation on bus services for Norfolk. Pleasingly, preliminary results show that the Anglia Buses service to Keswick Hall will be maintained. 

Crime.  Fortunately, crime in the Parish continued at a low level with recorded numbers of incidents in single figures.

Finance.  The Council maintained its precept at the same level for the fourth year running and received an unqualified financial report from its external auditors, Mazars LLP for the year ending 31st March 2012. 

Reading Room Facilities.  The highlight of the year must be the Parish Council receiving a grant of £7,000 from the South Norfolk Neighbourhood Fund towards the cost of providing an overflow car park at the Reading Room which should be in use during May. 

Highways and Related Activities.  The Highway Rangers did not visit the Parish as regularly as had been hoped but in the autumn they did carry out various works including patching work around the gulleys in Low Road and trimming and cutting back shrubbery along the redundant lay-by on the Mulbarton Road. It is hoped that the visits will be more frequent in 2012. 

We have considered outsourcing some of the grass cutting currently carried out by the council, but our research suggests this would cost more than the amount we effectively pay the council to do the job and might not improve the quality of the work done, so there appears to be little benefit in changing the current arrangements.
The Council did pursue an opportunity for possible funding from Norfolk County Council to contribute to a path between Keswick New Hall and the Mulbarton Road bus stop. However, based on an estimated cost of between £16,000 and £19,000, half of which would need to be met by the parish council this was not considered to be a realistic financial proposition. 

Emergency Planning.  The Parish Council Emergency plan is currently being revised and this will be complete in the coming months.

Ruth Ripman Chair
Finances.
Receipts and Payments Acct. for the year to 31st March 2012.






2012

2011
Receipts  £
Precept




5,250

  5,250
VAT Refund



      -

  2,550
Interest on Deposit Acct.

      -

     - 
South Norfolk Council  Grant

      -

  3,500

Big Lottery Awards for All Grant
  
      -

10,000
Cont. from reading Room Committee
    250

     250





5,500

21,550
Payments  £
NCAPTC Subs.



   -

     223
NRCC Subs.



   -

       25
Audit Fee



   135

     120
Legal and Prof. Fees


     25

 3,036
Insurance



   580

     581
Clerks Expenses



2,778

  3,590
VAT Rec.



     46

  2,250
Reading Room Maintenance

     -

11,293
Sundry




     -

       34





3,564

21,152
Net




1,936

     398


Balance as at 1st April


3,309

  2,911
Balance as at 31st March

5,245

  3,309
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