Keswick and Intwood Parish Council Meeting on 23rd November 2011.
Minutes of the meeting held at the Reading Room, Keswick at 19.00.

Present: Kevin Hanner (Chairperson) (KH); Alan Gelder (AG); Brian Morrey (BM); and  Phillip Brooks (Clerk).

Also Present: Judith Virgo (County Councillor Humbleyard) (JV); Christopher Kemp (CK) (Councillor Cringleford Ward) and Darrin Sore (PCSO) (DS).  Apologies were received from Garry Wheatley (GW) (Councillor Cringleford Ward).  No members of the public were in attendance.
1. To consider apologies for absence: it was resolved to accept apologies from Ruth Ripman (RR) and Tim Love (TL).
2. To receive declaration of interests in items on the Agenda:  AG declared a possible interest in planning matters that might arise during the evening.
3. Public Participation. Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation and

any district councillor reports: JV had nothing to report other than to mention a traveller family frequently locating in Bawburgh.  CK said the Localism Bill had now received the Royal Assent and some parts were already in force whilst others would come into operation as directed by the Secretary of State.  He also said that local authorities, including parishes, are required to adopt a Code of Conduct that sets out rules governing the behaviour of their members which will be enforced by districts.  DS introduced himself as the new PCSO for the Parish although he has had some seven years experience in other locations.  Pleasingly, he reported that in the period between 19th October and 22nd November no crime or anti-social behaviour had been reported in the Parish.       
4. To confirm minutes of the Parish Meeting, Parish Council Annual Meeting and Parish Council Meeting held on 19th October 2011: it was resolved to accept the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
5. To report matters arising from minutes not on the Agenda: for information only: PB confirmed that Douglas Macdonald had been appointed as internal auditor; and that an announcement about the Norfolk Buses Consultation had appeared in the Newsletter.  He also said that a letter had gone to the Norfolk Association for Local Councils (NALC) explaining that the Parish was unable to proceed with Quality accreditation because it had insufficient elected councillors, but would review the position if that situation changed.  KH said he had followed up the matter of tree safety along Low Road near Low Farm with local residents.    
6. Finance:
· To receive Statement of Accounts for the year to date: PB had circulated the information prior to the meeting (attached to these minutes). 
· To agree invoices due for payment:  it was resolved to approve the following:  HM Revenue and Customs (Clerk’s PAYE) £187.80 (Cheque 1000386), Clerk’s net pay and expenses £368.92 (Cheque 100387), annual insurance payment to Came & Co. £579.99 (Cheque 100388).
· To set the precept for 2012 – 13.  The Council reviewed the budget presented by the Clerk and attached to these minutes.  It was resolved to maintain the precept at £5,250 which allowed for the purchase of a new computer for the Clerk with a printer and back-up device together with software and installation expenses.  It also allowed the Council to maintain a modest balance as a contingency fund should it become necessary to contribute towards any capital expenditure that might be necessary during the period.     

7. Parish Issues: To receive any updates relating to:

· Highways:  The report provided by the Highway Engineer at Norfolk County Council was noted and especially that work scheduled for the Highway Ranger Gang in October, but not done at the time, would be mostly complete before Christmas.  Patching work around the gulleys in Low Road would be undertaken within three weeks although trimming and cutting back shrubbery along the redundant lay-by would take longer as a contractor needed to be employed.  The Council resolved not to proceed with the suggested footway across church land between Keswick New Hall and the Mulbarton Road bus stop.   Based on the estimated cost of between £16,000 and £19,000 provided by the Highway Engineer, half of which would need to be met by the Council, this was not considered a realistic financial proposition.  Moreover, the Council had concerns about providing a robust justification for the work based on the number of people from the Hall likely to use the path.  The Council also resolved not to proceed with taking on responsibility for cleaning minor road signs within the Parish.  The Clerk was asked to obtain further information about rates paid by the County Council for rural grass cutting before deciding about taking on this task. (Action PB).  BM commented on the poor state of the trees bordering the road between Keswick New Hall and the Mulbarton Road bus shelter, and the trees between the Hall and tennis courts.  He said that branches were actually falling from the trees onto the road from the Hall leading to the bus shelter.  KH agreed to determine ownership of the trees and undertake any follow up action necessary.  (Action KH).             
· Police: this topic had been covered by DS earlier in the meeting.

· Parish Plan and Site Specific Policies and Allocations Consultation: the Council’s agreed response to the Consultation had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  PB said that the Landscape Partnership would be launching their plans for the Fir Hill development off Low Road at a special meeting to be held at the Reading Room on 12th December between 5pm and 7pm.  The meeting was being announced in the next edition of the Newsletter and on the Parish website.  
· Reading Room update:  PB said he had attended the last Northern River Valleys Neighbourhood Board meeting and tentatively explored the possibility of securing funds for the car park from the Board.  It was suggested that the Clerk should contact the Funding Officer at SNC to be sure that no other opportunities were being missed.  (Action PB).    
8. Planning to receive a summary report on applications and approvals since the last Council meeting:  
· 2011/1581: High Noon Barn Intwood Lane, Cringleford.  Conversion and extension to barn to form one self contained dwelling and swimming pool. (Outstanding) (No change since the last meeting.)
· AG referred to planning application 2010/0467: the Old Telephone Exchange, Ipswich Road, Keswick and wondered whether advertising placed alongside the Mulbarton and Ipswich Roads was a contravention of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 s. 224 (which makes it an offence to display an advertisement without specific consent).  The Clerk was asked to investigate this.  (Action PB).   
9.  Report from the Clerk:
· Meetings attended:  the Clerk’s report is attached to these minutes.  
10.  Correspondence received: there was nothing to discuss.  
11.   Items for the next meeting:  there were none. 
Phillip Brooks

Parish Clerk

26th November  2011.
Financial Summary at 19.10.11

Receipts




£

Balance brought forward


3,285.56

Precept (26.04.11.)



2,625.00
Precept (23.09.11.)



2,625.00
Total:





8,535.56

Expenditure
Clerk’s Expenses. (Training 18th May) Cq. 376
      20.00

Cheque 377 not used



        ---

Clerk’s Expenses Cq. 378


     109.06

Inland Revenue (Clerk’s PAYE) Cq. 379

     147.60

Clerk’s Expenses Cq. 380


     590.61

Mazars Audit Fee Cq. 381


     162.00

Clerk’s Expenses (Training 15th Sept.)  Cq. 382
       25.00

Clerk’s Expenses Cq. 383


       90.60

Clerk’s Expenses Cq. 384


     317.33

Clerk’s Expenses Cq. 385


       16.40

Total:





  1,478.60

Balance:




   7,056.96


Budgeted expenditure for remainder of year

Clerk’s expenses including PAYE  

1,600.00

Norfolk RCC Subscription


      25.00

Norfolk ALC Subscription


    112.00
Ladywell  Accounting (PAYE Services)

     25.00

Total:





2,906.87

Budgeted balance at year end


5,628.69
Notes:

1. All amounts include VAT as appropriate.

2. £23.90 is held in our deposit account. 

3. A further contribution of £250.00 is expected from Reading Room Committee towards chimney demolition cost.

4. No provision is made for insurance as we are in year 2 of a three year deal.

Phillip Brooks (Clerk and RFO)

23rd November 2011

Keswick and Intwood Parish Council.  Draft Budget 2012-13.






2011-12 (Budget)
2011-12 (Actual)
2012-13
Receipts

Precepts



5,250



5,250
                 5,250 

VAT Refund



     30



    -

      -
Interest on Deposit Account

   -



    -



Cont. Reading Room Cttee.

    250



   250*
                    -

Total




5,530



5,500                     5,250
Payments

NALC Subscription


   125



    111**
   111
NRCC Subscription


     30



     25**

     25
Audit Fee



   150



   162

   162
Insurance



   800



   580

   580
Clerk’s Expenses


3,000



3,000$

3,000
Ladywell  Accounting (PAYE service)




     25**

    25**
New Computer for Clerk

    -



     -

  550
Legal expenses



    -


                   -

   -

Car Park and Planning Apps

    -



    -

   -

VAT Recoverable


    -



    -

   -
Reading Room Maintenance

   500


                  -

  500

Sundry




   100



 100**

  100

Total




4,705

  

4,003

5,053








Notes

1 * Anticipated income for remainder of year but dependent on Committee financial position. 

2 ** Anticipated spend for remainder of year.

3 $ Anticipated spend to end of year and includes provision for PAYE.

Phillip Brooks (Clerk and RFO)

23rd November 2011






Report Meeting September 23rd 2011

Points drawn from Community Infrastructure Levy briefing meeting on 1st November2011. 

The levy is intended to fund affordable housing.

It is non-negotiable on all new dwellings over 100 sq. meters. 

Affordable housing is exempt.

S. 106 money continues. 

The Levy calculation relates to how much the development can stand but not the other way around.

It cannot be used for services. 

There has to be an incentive for the owner to sell the land.  (Income less costs and profit equals the residual land value.

There is a system of priorities: 1 sewage and electric; 2 green infrastructure (play spaces etc.); 3 libraries and community space etc. 

Draft charging schedule has a system of zones – inner and outer.  Residential development will be up to £160 per sq. meter (or between £135 and £75 in the outer zone) and £135 was mentioned as typical for large food stores.

S.106 was not so widely collected so CIL brings more property into the net.

It is likely to be introduced late summer 2012 and payable when the development starts.

The charging authority collects the money and makes sure the development happens.

There could still be gaps between the CIL and other mainstream budgets. 

A boundary issue between parishes this could impact on allocation of money collected.  Joint working between parishes could be helpful with cross border developments.

5% is the anticipated amount that will be given to parishes.  This could be less than S. 106 collected although with CIL the county could provide a bigger share of the infrastructure.

All this could impact on precepts.

(More information and clarification of the above points will be possible at the briefing being provided by Christopher Kemp on 15th December 7pm - 9pm at Cringleford Pavilion.) 

Phillip Brooks.
Consultation with Town and Parish Clerks on Wednesday 9th November 2011.

Precepts and Commissioning Audit Services – it looks as though the audit arrangements for 2011 -12 will remain in tact with Mazars continuing for at least one more year as our external auditor.

Council Tax Benefit – this is transferring from central government to local government with a 10% reduction.  Pensioners and vulnerable groups will be protected.

Greater Norwich Development Partnership (GNDP)/ Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – anything relevant is covered in the report of the 1st November CIL meeting.

National Planning Policy Framework – the Cabinet report was circulated and I have a copy should anyone wish to read it.

Shared Services – not a huge amount of progress being made and early initiatives for major sharing projects seem to have stumbled.  The focus now seems to be smaller schemes on a service by service basis.

2012 Olympics: Look Book and Village Games.  This was all about village celebrations for the Games and the bunting and flags available to decorate the village.  The whole thing is tightly controlled by locog and (to my mind) its not cheap – a basic flag costs £65.  SNC maybe making some bulk purchases and there is a website to look at www.gameslookbook.com but users must register.  Mark Hazel is the SNC contact.

Phillip Brooks     
