
       
     
Keswick and Intwood Parish Council Meeting on 25th November 2009.  
Minutes of the meeting held at The Reading Rooms, Keswick at 19.00. 
 
Present: Alan Gelder (AG); Joe Loades (JL); Kevin Hanner (KH); Ruth Ripman (RR); 
Hayley Spouge (HS) and Phillip Brooks (PB) (Clerk). 
 
Also Present: Oliver Butcher (PCSO); Tim Philpott (PCSO); and members of the public: 
Marguerite Russell (MR) and Olive Dick (OD).  Apologies were received from: 
Christopher Kemp (Councillor Cringleford Ward) (CK); Garry Wheatley (Councillor 
Cringleford Ward) (GW) and Daniel Cox (Norfolk County Councillor) (DC).  
  
 1.  To consider apologies for absence: Resolved to accept apologies from Lars Tibell 
(LT) and Diana Bulman (DB) both unavoidable away from Norwich.  AG said that DB 
had informed him that she would be resigning from the Council because of the amount of 
time she was now spending away from Norwich.   
  
Kevin Hanner was co-opted as a member of the Parish Council.  PB reminded the 
Council that this was the last declared meeting before AG resigned his position as 
Councillor and Chairman in the New Year.  RR said she was willing to assume the 
position on AG’s resignation. 
  
2.  To receive declaration of interests in items on the Agenda:  No interests were 
declared. 
 
3.  Public Participation.  It was resolved to adjourn the meeting for public participation: 
MR said she was concerned about the track and path through Big Wood which had been 
blocked to walkers by gates installed by the landowner.  They were regularly used for 
leisure walking (OD indicated there had been contact with the Ramblers Association in 
this regard) but they were also functional in providing a safe route on foot between 
Keswick New Hall and Low Road.  Contact (by MR) with Norfolk County Council 
(NCC) had established that whilst there were no registered rights of way to the paths in 
question, there were unregistered public rights (resulting from a statutory declaration 
made in February 1998) which expired in 2008.  However, NCC had further advised that 
if evidence of use for a twenty year period prior to February 1998 could be provided, it 
might be that a right of way had already been established before the statutory declaration 
was made.  MR continued by saying that NCC had also suggested contacting the Parish 
Council before embarking on trying to establish the twenty year use rule.  AG thanked 
MR for bringing this matter to the Council’s attention and he undertook to arrange a 
meeting with the land owner with a view to hearing his view of the situation and 
(hopefully) progressing matters in a more straightforward and less complicated way.  
(Action AG)  
 
OD said that she was concerned about there being no footpath connecting Keswick New 
Hall with the Mulbarton road bus shelter and the consequent dangers of having to walk 



along an unlit road with no pavement.  AG said a footpath had been discussed during 
2007 but a concern was that users of any path would be obscured from view thus 
exposing them to the different danger of possible personal attack.  Moreover, there were 
additional complications in that the footpath would cross land belonging to the Church 
Commissioners and there could be a significant cost attached to purchasing the required 
land or negotiating rights of use, especially as the Commissioners were understood to be 
opposed to the idea of a path.  At the time of consideration the Parish Council was 
seeking a meeting with the Keswick Hall Resident’s Association to determine likely use 
of any footpath before deciding whether to progress the idea but the Association was 
apparently not receptive to a meeting with the Council – and this seems to remain the 
position in relation to any matter.  On the separate issue of flooding along the path 
connecting Low Road and the Mulbarton Road, AG said he would bring this to the 
attention of SNC.  (Action PB)                                            
 
Oliver Butcher took the opportunity to introduce himself to the Council as the PCSO 
responsible for the Parish.  He said that crime during the past four months had been low: 
there had been a theft from a motor vehicle at Keswick Hall in July; the theft of a caravan 
in September; and a shed building along Mill Lane had been broken into during October.  
He said that regular daily visits were made to Keswick New Hall – sometimes in low 
profile vehicles – and where property was being left on display, especially in motor 
vehicles, the owners were contacted with crime prevention advice.      
 
4.  To confirm minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 21st October 200: it was 
resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 
5.  To report matters arising from minutes not on the Agenda: for information only.  HS 
said she had attended a Norfolk Association of Local Councils and Norfolk County 
Council Gypsy and Traveller Conference.  The Conference had covered general matters 
relating to managing and policing illegal encampments; council’s duties in relation to 
travellers sites; and gypsy education etc.  Whilst it had been interesting and informative, 
there was nothing for the Council to note.      
 
6.  Finance:   

 Parish Account and Budget update: – because LT was absent there was no update  
 To agree invoices for payment in accordance with the budget: it was resolved to 

agree the following invoices for payment (on LT’s return) Mazars external audit 
fee £138.00; and Allianz Insurance Renewal Premium £720.05 

 Parish Council’s Precept Requirements for 2010/11: possible dates were 
identified for a further meeting. 

 
7.  Parish Issues:  To receive any updates relating to: 

 Home watch: PB said that following an announcement in The Newletter, a 
possible volunteer had come for the role of coordinator for the Low Road scheme 
although so far he had been unable to establish contact with her to progress the 
offer.  HS said that she was prepared to act as coordinator for a limited scheme in 
her area of Keswick New Hall and this was agreed.  It was resolved that PB 



should now buy the necessary signs marking the boundaries of the schemes after 
agreeing with HS the requirement for her area.  AG said (assuming that a 
successor for the Low Road scheme was found) he would pursue a possible 
scheme at Dunston Cottages.  PB agreed to speak to LT about Eaton Gate.  
(Action PB, HS, AG)  

         
 Highways:  PB said that at a recent parish Clerks’ Liaison Meeting he had raised 

the matter of grass verge and general road maintenance following which the 
Director of Environment Health and Leisure had offered to follow up specific 
issues if a list was provided for him.  It was agreed that the list should include: 
leaves and other debris at the junction of Mill Lane and the road to Keswick New 
Hall; clearing the soak-aways along Mill Lane; trimming the grass verges around 
the road sign posts; flooding along the path connecting Low Road and the 
Mulbarton Road; and to explore responsibility for rubbish in the ditches to the 
side of Mill Lane.  It was noted that the final stage of Mill Lane leading to the 
cottages and Mill had be made up to a standard that was the best in anyone’s 
memory.      

 Reading Room:  PB said that since the last meeting good progress had been made 
towards obtaining the necessary lease giving the Council proper legal title to the 
Reading Room.  He had heard today that the Neighbourhood Grant Application 
had been successful to the extent that the Grants Committee had approved £2,000 
of the required £3,500 and had recommended that the SNC Cabinet should 
approve the additional £1,500 at their meeting on 14th December.  Moreover, it 
was recommended that the Council should proceed with all speed towards getting 
the lease finalised enabling an application to the Big Lottery Fund during the 
current financial year for other works required at the Reading Room whilst the 
Fund was actively encouraging expenditure in the South Norfolk area.  AG asked 
that the minutes record the Council’s appreciation of the work done by PB in 
bringing the Grant application to this conclusion.    

 
8.  Planning:  PB provided the following information: 

 There had been no applications received since the last meeting. 
 PB said he had been told by SNC that application 2009/0973 (The Old Rectory, 

Main Road, Swardeston for a change of use to carry out bush and field activities) 
had been scaled back to the extent that no activities would be taking place in 
Intwood.  (Swardeston Parish Council is the lead Parish for this application.) 

 Following the Refusal of application 2009/1323 (Land at Keswick Hill Meadow, 
Bridle Lane, Keswick.  Proposed change of use from agricultural land to 
recreational land.  Standing of a caravan, two shipping containers and a garden 
shed) PB said he would be following up with SNC the removal of the containers.  
(Action PB).  

 Abbotts Wood - it now seemed it was not the intention to run a commercial dog 
training centre but to breed goats.  The matter was still being considered by SNC. 

  
9. Approval of Health and Safety and Equal Opportunities Policies:  PB said these had 
been prepared on the basis of drafts provided by the Norfolk Association of Local 



Councils to support the Neighbourhood Grant application, but, in the longer term, it was 
likely that they would be needed for other applications to other sources to be made in the 
near future.  The Council resolved to adopt the policies.  
 
10.  Correspondence received:  none had been received which had not been circulated 
electronically 
 
11.  Items for the next meeting:  there were none reported. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.35 
 
 
 
 
 
Phillip Brooks 
Parish Clerk 
27th November 2009.  


